Mel was the Pr. Rupt. S/Div. Reader.  This was confirmed by Don Wilkie who was i/c GIS Pr. Rupt. City Detachment at that time.   Ron Budd was the Clerk.  I was transferred to Prince Rupert Sub/Div. GIS on the 21 April 1969 and that was when I first met Mel.  Mel was the Pr. Rupt. S/Div. Reader.  

Provincial elections were to be held on Wednesday, 27th of Aug. 1969.  Mel had a strong dislike for one of the political parties and expressed his opinions every chance he got.  On that morning, a young man wearing a top hat and all sorts of election slogans on his vest, glorifying that parties candidate, arrived at S/Div. HQ (which were located in the basement of the Provincial Court House) and announced in a loud voice that he was here to drive a Mr. Mel Slavik to the polling station as requested by Mr. Slavik.  Mel was not amused.  He dismissed the young man telling him that he was quite capable of driving himself to the poll.  Sgt. Fuhr and I were away on a road trip at the time, but upon our return Mel came up to me and accused me of being responsible for this dastardly deed.  I of course proclaimed my total innocence and ignorance of the event.  Mel wasn't buying it.  Eventually however Mel came to appreciate the humour in it.  To this day, nobody has come forward to claim responsibility. 

I owned a Ford Econiline truck at the time, which had been converted into a camper.  Every chance I got we packed up and headed for the Skeena River to do some fishing and camping.  Mel enjoyed my camping stories and finally decided to buy a VW camper and do the same.  It is my understanding that on one of these camping trips he became very ill and his wife had to drive him to the hospital.  He was air lifted to Shaugnessey Hospital in Vancouver.   I visited him several times while he was in the hospital.  His condition deteriorated rapidly and he died in June or July of 1971.  

I have two Christmas cards, one from 1967 and the other from 1969.  Mel appears in both of them so he was there well before I arrived.  I left Pr. Rupt. S/Div. on the 31st of May 1971 and Mel was still there at that time.

 

I have attached photos of the two Christmas Cards.  They are quite small so you may want to transfer them into a photo-editing program where they can be enlarged.  The top photo is for 1967 and Mel's photo is in the forth row from the top, last picture on the right of the row.  The second photo is for 1969 and Mel's photo is in the third row and again it's the last photo on the right.

 

Hope this helps some with your research.  Take care.....Erich Ledwon
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