Insp. (Ret'd) Randy Hildebrandt died in a helicopter crash on September 19, 2006 in Alice Arm, BC. 

A celebration of his life will be held on September 30, 2006 at 11:00 am. The Ceremony will be held at the Cowichan Theatre located at 2687 James Street, Duncan, BC. 

Randy Hildebrandt was a pioneer in RCMP Air Services, instrumental in developing the Air Services Section for helicopters in many ways. During his tenure, Randy was responsible for the introduction of safety helmets for RCMP helicopter pilots across Canada. He also was successful in obtaining equipment such as the night sun and other instrumentation that contributed to the development of the helicopter service we have today. 

At the request of Randy's widow, Shari Hildebrandt, serving and authorized retired members are encouraged to wear Review Order No. 1 with Stripped Sam Browne to the service. 

Helen Darbyshire, for 
Insp. Terry Kopan 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner

**************************************************

Transport Canada allowed a Winnipeg company to repair a "critical part" on a Bell 206B helicopter despite the aircraft manufacture's advice not to, a decision that led to three deaths in a helicopter crash on B.C.'s north coast, a federal transportation safety board report concludes.

Bell Helicopter issued a safety notice in 1999, after a helicopter crash in 1998 in Indonesia, indicating the company did not approve of repairs to the part, a transmission mount spindle critical to the operation of the aircraft.

The report found that Transport Canada, as the regulator of aircraft operations, looked into the safety notice, but "closed the file without formally reviewing or cancelling" Cadorath Aerospace Inc.'s approval repair certificate, thus "allowing the repair to continue."

Cadorath is authorized by Transport Canada to repair and overhaul a wide range of aircraft, including the Bell 206B helicopter.

The report says the Winnipeg company introduced a "stress concentration" during the repair, which led to a "fatigue crack" and the subsequent failure of the spindle.

That directly caused the crash of the Quantum Helicopters Ltd. aircraft early Sept. 19, 2006, in an estuary one kilometre from departure, the report found.

The crash occurred near the village of Alice Arm on the province's north coast.

The pilot, 56-year-old Randy Hildebrandt of Duncan, an ex-RCMP inspector and helicopter pilot, died in the crash of the Canada-built helicopter, along with two passengers engaged in resource drilling in the area.

The pilot didn't stand a chance, Bill Yearwood, regional manager for the safety board, said in an interview from his Richmond office. "Full nose down into the ground," he said. "There was nothing the pilot could do. You couldn't control the aircraft."

Cadorath built a total of 43 defective spindles; Transport Canada issued an airworthiness directive in February 2007 ordering the removal of all such components from other helicopters.

Yearwood said it is unfortunate the Indonesia crash did not sufficiently serve as a warning, and that it took yet another crash and the loss of three lives in B.C. for action to be taken.

"They were aware of it," he said of Transport Canada officials before the crash, "but didn't take any regulatory action...."

Transport Canada spokesman Rod Nelson said in response Sunday from Vancouver that safety notices are "advisory in nature" and fall short of "safety alerts for immediate or mandatory action."

Bell Helicopter uses them to distribute safety information to their customers, he said, and did not cite "any evidence of a safety deficiency" in Transport Canada's approved design repair for the transmission support spindle.

He added it is not unusual for aircraft manufacturers to prefer the use of their parts rather than supporting the use of approved repair designs from third-party repair companies.

(Companies such as Quantum can save money repairing a worn part rather than buying a new one. Yearwood estimated the difference would be approximately $1,000 versus $2,300.)

Nelson said departmental officials are reviewing the safety board report to determine if further safety action is required.

Neither Cadorath general manager David Haines in Winnipeg nor Quantum owner Ian Swan in Terrace could be reached to comment.

