
Michael BUDAY, a farmer's son from southern Alberta, had wanted to join the RCMP since he was four years old. He died in a Mountie uniform Tuesday on a desolate frozen lake straddling the Yukon-B.C. border, fatally wounded in a shoot out which could have been lifted from the story of Albert Johnson, the Mad Trapper of Rat River. The 27-year old BUDAY, born and raised in Tilley, 20 kilometres south - east of Brooks, was killed along with the violent, mentally unstable man RCMP were pursuing. BUDAY "wanted to be a policeman ever since he was a young kid and talked about it all through high school," said his brother, Bob BUDAY, of Tilley, in an interview. His fascination with police dates from a day when he was four and got lost at a stampede in Medicine hat, says his brother. He was found by a city constable. "He sure admired police after that," said his brother. The chase which lead to the shooting began Monday, after police received a complaint that a man had broken into a remote cabin a few kilometres south of the B.C. - Yukon border. Details of how the two men died are vague. "We want to get it clear in our minds first," Insp. H.G. Wallace of the Prince Rupert RCMP subdivision said Tuesday night. The Suspect in the break-in had been identified as an individual "well known to (police) and with a history of violence and instability," according to an RCMP statement. Local residents said he was a 30-to-40 year old U.S. immigrant who lived alone in the bush, appearing only once or twice a year, scaring almost everybody he encountered. The mans name was withheld. A chartered RCMP plane searched for the wanted man Monday and spotted him walking on Teslin Lake. The suspect opened fire on the aircraft. More than a dozen RCMP officers were dispatched from Prince Rupert and from a Yukon detachment. About 8 a.m. Tuesday, the suspect again was spotted walking on the lake. Around 1 p.m., police confronted the trapper and both the constable and the suspect were fatally shot. BUDAY was reported to be the first in a team of 14 RCMP members in pursuit of the man. After the shooting of BUDAY, the trapper was killed by other officers. He was unmarried and is survived by his parents, Frank and Margaret, of Tilley, two brothers and a sister. BUDAY joined the RCMP in 1976 and served in various postings in B.C.  

A further note:  The Killers name was Michael Eugene OROS.  Mike Buday was posted to Terrace Detachment as a dog handler at the time he was murdered. 

